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TOWN CLERK: | TOWN TREASURER > 


GEORGE P. MOREY, SAMUEL ALLEN. 


SELECTMEN, ASSESSORS AND OVERSEERS OF THE POOR: 


JAMES G. SCOTT, HENRY E. CRAIG, ELBRIDGE P. BOYDEN. 


CONSTABLES: : 


NATHANIEL BIRD, ISAAC H. BULLARD, EDMUND POLLEYS. 


SURVEYORS OF HIGHWAYS: 
DAVID FISHER, SAMUEL G. FULLER. JULIUS. GUILD, 
LEWIS L. BOWKER, EDWIN EVERETT, PATRICK RIORDON. 


FENCE VIEWERS: 
NATHANIEL, C. FISHER. SAMUEL B, RICHARDS, 
MELZAR W. ALLEN. 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE: 
CALVIN G. HILL, SILAS E. STONE, DAVID EK METCALF, 
MISS MARY R. BIRD. 


FIELD DRIVERS: 
FRANK O. PILLSBURY, JOHN S. GRAY, PATSEY DAILEY, 
JOHN W. BLACKBURN, DANIEL TURNER, 2d., 
JAMES D. OGDEN, WARREN MORSE, Jr., JOHN KELLY, 


MEASURERS OF WOOD AND BARK. 
HARVEY L. BOYDEN, JOHN F. FREESE, DANIEL P. BIRD, 
GEORGE H. KINGSBURY, ELBRIDGE, P. BOYDEN. 


MEASURERS. OF LUMBER: 


JOSEPH WHITEHOUSE, GEORGE H. KINGSBURY. 


SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES: 


HENRY E. GRAIG, 


POUND KEEPER: 


DAVID E. METCALF. 


TRUSTEES OF THE PUBLIC LIBRARY =? 


BE Pe LONE yk eo e, a Chosen in 1877 for three years. 
FREDERIC GUILD, i ie ¥e 
HENRY E. CRAIG, af 1878. fe 
MRS. MARTHA M. ALLEN, ha “s ¥ 
GEORGE A. KENDALL, a 1879 ¥ 


MISS MARY R. BIRD, 66, 


COLLECTOR OF TAXES: 


EDMUND POLLEYS. 


AUDITORS OF ACCOUNTS: 


BEER] CLARK, SILAS. E, STONE, CHARLES G. FOGG. 


SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


The Selectmen of the Town of Walpole submit the following 
xeport for the year ending February 1, 1880. 


JAMES G. SCOTT, 
ELBRIDGE P. BOYDEN, 
HENRY E. CRAIG, 


Selectmen of Walpole. 


APPROPRIATIONS FOR 1879, BY VOTE OF THE TOWN. 


Support of Poor and other town charges . , . $4,000 00 
Sy Sehools . : - Fa (ae : - 9,000 00 
Repairs of highways . : Aine et . 2,500 00 
Alterations and repairs of Schent pals : ‘ - 1,000 00 
Public Library : : ; ; : : : 300 00 
State Tax ; * é é ‘ : 4 . ,. 415 00 
County Tax ; : a : : . f - 1,089 62 
Overlayings : : : 2 » ; : : 50 42 
$14,855 04 


ESTIMATES FOR THE YEAR, 1880. 


Support of poor and other town charges. : - $4,000 00: 


«6 RODIER arc Tk WhaNAe cura cag ta RB SOK OO 
Repairs of highways. . Mn nist ; ge - 2,500 00 


it 


Special Repairs of Schocl-houses 
Repairing Fisher Street 

Public Library 

State Tax “. ‘ . 
County Tax : . 
Overlayings . . . 


» » 


> a) 


ee 


$15,500 00 


$500 00 
200 00 
400 00 

1,200 00 

1,100 00 
300 00 


ooo 


STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES OF THE 
TOWN OF WALPOLE TO FEBRUARY, 1, 1880. 


ASSETS. 
Real Estate : “ : ‘ : 


PERSONAL FSTATE. 


Amt. at Almshouse 


‘in Treasury ; ; . 
‘¢ due from taxes, 1878 . 
66 66 66 1879 


“© 66 State, for State aid 


LIABILITIES. 


Balance unexpended of appropriation 
for schools : ‘ 

Balance unexpended of appropriation for 
removing East School-house . 

‘Balance unexpended of appropriation for 
rewriting town records 

own house fund ‘ ‘ . . 


Excess of assets over liabilities 
6é 66 66 


Feb. 1,1879 . : , 


Decrease of assets . ; , 


. $16,943 75 


$1,228 74 
8,812 22 
732 49 
2,471 04 
114 00 


—+—+——+ $8,353 49 


— 


$25,297 24 


$3,274 88 
500 00 


50 00 
65 58 


——— $3,890 46 - 


$21,406 78 


22.015 18 


eee 


$609 60° 


eA 
4 


ORDERS DRAWN ON THE TREASURY FROM FEB. 1, 
} 1879 TO FEBRUARY 1, 1880. 
ScHoots—Centre and Village. 
To Fred Farnsworth, salary, teacher High school, to 
July ist, 1879. : : . $420 00: 


J. Ella Bacon, salary, teacher Prima 35 weeks 367 50 


A. E. Mann, salary, teacher Grammar, 20 weeks 


to July 1, 1879 : 200 00 

M. EK. oes. salary, teacher Titacieaiiiel 20 
weeks to July 1, 1879 : 200 00 

I. J. Everett, salary assistant teacher Primary 4 
weeks to July 1, 1879 ; 70 00 
Edward P. Fitts, salary, teacher High powell 19 | 
weeks é 880 00 

Lillian F. Loring, i headlise Grain 20 
weeks 2 200 00 

M. F. French, salary, Ane od enn 3 2- 5 
weeks ‘ 28 90 

Fannie Potter, eee Pane 2a Aebiiar 16- 
3-7 weeks 141 10 

H. F. Robinson, aaa beacher 2d Brinks: 15 
weeks ; ‘ } ; : : : 97 50 
$2,105 00 

North. 


S. A. Arnold, salary, teacher 20 weeks to July 1 


1879 f : : - $180 00 
L. J. Blackman, salary, fanuney 20 aon ‘ ; 160 00 


a es es ee, 


— 


$340 00 


Rast. 
Julia A. Coburn, salary, teacher Primary, 36 


weeks : ; . $270 00 
Emily Foster, salary, takoher Berane 40 weeks 360 00 


eet eee Sees eee 


$630 00 


South. 


Mary A. Howard, salary, teacher 36 weeks - $556 00 


8 


West. 
To Etta L. Ware, salary, teacher 16 weeks | : ; $96 00 


Bubbling. Brook. 


To Town of Dedham, appropriation one year to July 1. 
1879 : : ; ‘ é : : . $176 00 


CARE OF HOUSES AND FUEL. 


To H. C. Battles, care of house, centre and village $102 75 


Ss. ©. Battles, *° ie rs ee 37 25 
E. C. Battles, ‘ fA ss 4 60 00 
Luman Gay, wood for north, east, village and 
centre : ‘ ‘ ; ; 64 00 
Patrick Burke, cutting ees ; : : ; 19 50 
J. D. Ogden, coal for South : : ; ‘ 6 50 
David Fisher, ‘ . 4 q : : 33 40 
- David Fisher, “* — Centre Bohai tevent TiN aR Hl Fy 76 12 
David Fisher, ‘ Village : : 76 57 
D.. E. Metcalf, cash paid for cleaning ey ; 16 20 
Geo. H. Kingsbury, wood for East. : é 4 00 
Charles Hartshorn, ‘* ‘* North °. ; ; 4 00 . 
Geo. E. Bird, care of house, South : : ; 30 00 
1). AD BTIeNns ey ake cc West : : F 15 60 
John N. Smith, wood for South ; 4 ; 5 00 
Peter Moore, cutting wood, East ; ; : 1 25 
Richard Morse, wood for East . ; 4 : 19 00 
H. L. Boyden, ‘* ‘ South . ; ; ; (3 50 
Thomas F. Geary, care of house, East : : 58 00 
J. KF. McPherson, ‘‘ eS North ; ; 42 50 


A. E. Shepard, Sf *¢ «South : . 24 00 


Dr. 
To appropriation $5,000 00 
State income of 
School Fund 184 61 
$5,184 61 
To balance new acct. $582 47 


balance unexpended, 
Feb. 1, 1879, as_ per 
report that date 
Amount School Fund in 
Treasury $3 ,274 88 


2,692 41 


—— 


ES 


STATEMENT OF SCHOOL ACCOUNT. 


Cr. 


By amt. expended on 
Centreand Village $2,454 69 


amt. exp. on East 7142) 25 
amt. exp. on North 386 50 
amt. exp. on Suvth 658 40 
amt. exp. on West 111 60 
amt. exp. on Bubbling 
Brook 176 00 
amt. exp. on Seat ics 
not divided 99 70 
Balanee 082 47 


$5,184 61 


ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS OF SCHOOLHOUSES. | 


1879. 
Feb. 1. To A. L. Hartshorn, repairs, Vil- 
lage, 1878 $4 17 
Br ail; Joseph Stearns, repairs, South, 
1878 1 00 
Lge L. D. Gray, repairs, Contre’ 1878 4 25 
eS $ Wm. Blackburn, repairs, 1878 . 8 138 
r PERE OI ae $17 55 
ere k P. S. Boyden, repairs : : 7 95 
May 9. T. A. Barrett, repairs, Centre and Village Lis 
28. B. F. Merrill, setting glass 5 85 
Aug. 30 Richard Morse, lumber for pump Bie: 
3 66 


form, East ; ° : » : 
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Sept. 1. Jesse Gay, painting, North . : ; $42 10 
2 ae: A. L. Hartshorn, repairs, North . sae 2 65 


oO cep A. L. Hartshorn, shingling, Village. eT STS 
tf Blacker & Shepard, lumber : ; 2 24 
4! C. G. Fogg, bill of nails 4 : : 1 05 
2 Averill Chemical Paint Co., paint . 3 00 
FB C. H. Bullard, varnishing 2 25 
cs Macomber, Bigelow & Dowse, tails ) 85 
Re Tyler Thayer, shingles for Village : 72 00 
Oct. 4. B. F. Merrill, painting : 25 58 
of H. E. Bonney, alterations Centre Saiee | 
house, per contract : ; 715 00 
o Luther Fisher, setting stone, Penge : 7 00 
is Joseph R. Richards, measurements and 
plans alteration Centre school-house . 50 00 
43 P. S. Boyden, repairs : 7 3 14 47 
Nov. 17. T. A. Barrett, repairs : : 57 40 
yO, P. Riordon, grading, South . ; 4 50 
Dec, 19. T. A. Westcott, grate and lining, South 3 25 
Ja Bis BE B. F. Merrill, setting glass, ete. . 5 6 138 
1880. 
Jan. 29 E. C. Boyden, repairs, South ; ‘ 15-25 
aie P. S. Boyden, repairs : ; : 38 89 
a A. L. Hartshorn, repairs, Village . : 1 70 
64 FS She S/o. Waste abi : 20 
4 2 i iH North . ; 5 24 
$1,159 93 
Amount of appropriation . ; A ; " -» 1,000.00 
Deficiency : ; a Pusaaeg . $159 93 


INCIDENTALS FOR SCHOOLS.» 


1879. 
Mar. 1. ToO.J. Young, conveyance of scholars. $18 00 
6< D. E. Metcalf, incidentals . . , 9 00 


“47. Sargent & Sons, books ; ; nga Wea t) 


“19, 


Dec. 11. 


li 


. Boyden, supplies 
. Young, conveyance of Lohobas 


ppleton & Co., books 
. A. Jepson, repairing erasers 


. Shorey, books 


. Young, conveyance of eahoties 
66 66 66 


> Bo 


n~ 


Ste eke 


. Boyden, incidentals. . 

. E. Metcalf, fe 

J. Young, conveyance of Renslaes 

. C. Craig & Co., supplies 

. E. Metcalf, incidentals : : 

.Y.&N.E. R.R., freight on furniture 

A. L. Hartshorn, labor on desks, Village 
66 66 6 ' 6 Centre 

A. G. Whitcomb, furniture . . 

Lee & Shepard, books 

Albert Snow, blocks and erasers 

Blacker & Shepard, lumber 

Ginn & Heath, books . 

J. L. Shorey, books 

Nichols & Hall, crayons 

Thompson, Brown & Co., 

Thompson, Brown & Co., 

Cooperwait & Co., charts and readers 

D. Appleton & Co., books 

D. E. Metcalf, incidentals 

Nichols & Hall, atlas 

M. W. Tewksbury, books 

Ss. C. Battles, labor on furniture 


Z eee Of savon 


E. C. Craig & Co., supplies... 
Melvin Dewey, charts ‘ 
C. G. Fogg, supplies. . 


$429 96 
| 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


To H. E. Craig, Treasufer ees ; ‘ 5° $$521 36: 
Amount of appropriation by town. . . $300 00 
Received .from.dog tax ” so 28186 
$521 36. 
STATE AID.. 

To E.E. Jackson: .. . ; ; - 3 : $48 00: 
G. W. Nickerson: “ : F ‘ : ; 36 00. 
Michael Fisher} : - s , ‘ ‘ 6:00 
A.W. Bowdwich BLM eA as , i ; 48 00 

$138 00 
STATE TAX. 
To State Treasurer : : Et aor We : $415. 90: 


COUNTY TAX: 


To County Treasurer. ns OS OOS pe : d . $1,089 62 


BILLS PAYABLE. 


To Dedham National Bank, Treasurer’s note, May 1, 
1879, 7 months for $4,000, at 44 per cent . . $4,105 00 


«pe eal 
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REPAIRS OF HIGHWAYS. 


To David Fisher, surveyor ‘ Ab eas ( . $409 59 


Julius Guild, 6 . : ‘ gear ap 443 39 
Edwin Everett, ae ; rire: ibe , ; 297 05 
Patrick Riordon, ‘“ ; p f : ; 350 40 
Samuel G. Fuller, ‘ ubians : , : : 369 17 
Lewis L. Bowker, ‘ ; : ; ; f 191 62 

$2,061 22 


REPAIRS OF BRIDGES, CULVERTS, ETC. 
1879. 
Feb. 10. To Patrick Dalton, extra labor on pe 


brook bridge. ; ; $6 00 

May 13. L. L. Bowker, labor on Wilde near Now! 
' folk line ; é ; 7 92 
June 1. Geo. Hartshorn, labor on Drnlverta , 10 00 
di Julius Guild os v 6 00 
ge? BF Geo. H. Kingsbury, lumber for hated 23 76 
July 1. David Fisher, repairs on bridge. ; 2 39 
Cn. Geo. H. Kingsbury, lumber for bridge . 23 85d 
Sept. 9. Geo. H. Kingsbury, ‘ ‘ : 16 36 
af E. C. Craig & Co., nails for bridge : 2 12 
= Israel Spear, labor on bridge ; ; 5 00 
td ie ie David Fisher, repairing culvert. . 9 00 
4 C. G. Fogg, nails for bridge ; ‘t 95 
Nov. 15. A. F. Boyden, labor on bridge . , 15 50 
a6 E. P. Boyden, bt wit : 4 33 00 
i: Horatio Boyden, ‘* ee ; : 3 00 
x Roger Cunningham, © * : ; 10 00 
a Patrick Riordon, ‘°° Aes ein ney , 29 25 
és C. G. Hall, a ¥e : : 1 50 
ie J. H. Riordon, a i ; ; 12 75 
A Geo. P. Morey, stone for culvert . : 47 25 
Dec. 15. Patrick Riordon, labor on bridge . ; 13 50 
Rs H. L. Boyden, nails for railing . : 1 39 
fe Patrick Riordon | / : } : 20 00 
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1880. 
Jan, 31; S. G. Fuller, labor on bridge near Bird’s: 
mill ‘ : : : : $4t 86: 
BS J. C. Marston, hor : : 1 00: 
6, G. H. Kingsbury, freight on. aint : 75. 
$344 10: 
Dr: REPAIRS OF HIGHWAYS. Cr. 


Lo appropriation $2,500 00 By surveyors report $2,061 22° 
Repairs of bridges. 

and culverts ; 344.10: 

Balance ‘ ; 94 68 


$2,500 00 $2,500 00 


— 


Balance to new account $94 68 


REMOVING. SNOW... 


1879. 

Mar. 1. To Daniel Goss : : +: a $1" 20% 
Se Patrick Riordon .. e : a f 386 24. 
oe Edwin Everett ; 3 ra 3 a 21:70s 
Ag S. G. Fuller : n A : ‘ 46° 24. 
66 David Fisher eG x ig : 22 40: 
ie 119. Julius Guild : sh a : : 58 00: 
eta) 20. M. M. Thompson . ; ; é : 1 80 
is Jeremiah Boyden . é ; 2 4 Td. 


{gt il bs L. L. Bowker : ; . 4 : 26 84 
April 4. L. L. Bowker = ‘ : E é 16 11 


Ate Rey S. G. Fuller : ‘ s : : 15 32 
RS Seep Patrick Riordon . E f ‘i Re 34° 25. 
6 David Fisher ; ; é d 4 15 91 
May 25. ~ Julius Guild é i Lae 22 05. 
June 28. J. ©. McPherson . : é ‘ ; = AB 


SS 
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- , $2,061 22 
344 10 
ee $2,405 32 


Amount expended by surveyors 
o ei for repairs of bridges, etc. 


Amount of appropriation . $2,500 00 


SUPPORT OF POOR AND OTHER TOWN CHARGES. 


Assistance to Poor at Almshouse. 


1879. 
Feb. 4. ‘lo David Fisher, coal f ‘ : ; $8 44 
+ A. L. Hartshorn, repairs : : | 1 32 
Soo LAY Patrick Dalton, labor . . ; \ 4 90 
Mar. 13. David Fisher, coal ; : , : 8 20 
ee a E. C, Craig & Co., supplies 0. ‘ 72°15 
Apr. 1. Nathan Clark, salary in part . 4 60 00 
ae S. E. Stone, medical attendance . ; 12 00 
‘ C. H. Hartshorn, supplies. d ‘ 14 31 
ce BP Charles Hartshorn, wood 2 : . 21 00 
as David Fisher, coal 7 ; : ; a 71 
May 28. E. C. Craig & Co., supplies : : 83 52 
June 11. Nathan Clark, salary in part 
v's David Fisher, coal 
July 17. J. B. Cram, 2 mattresses 
aol. E. C. Craig & Co., supplies . 
Aug. 1. C. H. Hartshorn, supplies 
oe David Fisher, labor 
Sept.11. Nathan Clark, salary in part 
Oct. 1. K. C. Craig & Co., supplies 
te C. H. Murch, potatoes 
Ba @ C, H. Hartshorn, supplies 
. S. E. Stone, medical attendance 
scta.b.G., T. A. Barrett, stove and fixtures 
Noy. 13. Fisher Guild, supplies 1 year 
Aiea -tt EK. C. Craig & Co., supplies 
4 N. B. Wiimarth, burial expenses David 


Fales ‘ : * 


Dec. 1. 
Ate oh 


1880. 


ee (24. 
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To C. H. Hartshorn, supplies 


Nathan Clark, salary in part 


Willard Lewis, 1 dozen comforters 
David Fisher, coal 

E. C. Craig & Co., supplies 

Nathan Clark, bal. of salary to date, 
Nathan Clark, supplies 

E. P. Boyden, 2 swine 

J. G. Scott, supplies 


Assistance to Poor out of Almshouse. 


To David Fisher, coal for Mrs. Delaney 


J. G. Scott, relief to Chas. Hanscom 

J. G. Scott, relief to Harvey Morse 

J. G. Scott, relief to Asa Frizell ‘ 

City of New Bedford, relief to E. M. 
Tiffany 

David Fisher, coal fe ee Frizell y 

E. C. Craig & Co., aid to Harvey Morse 

E. CxCraig & Co., aid to Jeremiah Lane 

KE. C. Craig & Co., aid to Mrs. Percy 

City of Lowell, aid to Mrs. Geo. Clark 

Taunton Hospital, board of B. Mahoney 

Reform School, board of R. Drake 

J. P. Russell, beard of Geo. Welsh 

Worcester Hospital, board of Fales and 
Carey 

Worcester Kevan: board ory. F. Dufty 

Hy: 1, pote supplies to Mrs. Clarkin 
is big Mrs. Patch 
oi i oe Mrs. Tiffany 

EK. C. Craig &Co., supplies to Mrs. E. E. 
Jackson 

S. E. Stone, edion pebidente i Ae 


vey Morse ; 


16 


Apr. 24. 


66 


June 30. 


17 
ToS. E. Stone, med. attedance to M. Fenton 
< 66 66 6 » M. Colbert 
6c 66 66 6 John Searson 


C. G. Fogg, supplies to Mrs. Delaney 

Asa Frizell, aid 

Town of Sharon, aid to John jae give 
and family , 


He Gi -Craig : & Co.; spate to Mrs. 
Percy 
E. C. Craig & Co. ‘i eed to Hares 
es . 
. Q. Adams, madiodl Aecenlaree a 
eae Morse . 
H. L. Boyden, supplies to ina ‘Patch 
H. L. Boyden, supplies to Mrs. Tiffany 
H. L. Boyden, supplies to Mrs. Clarkin 
me of Lowell, supplies to Geo. Clark 
C. G. Fogg, supplies to Mrs. Delaney 


oD?) 


ae Hospital, board of Fales and_ 


Carey 


Nancy Carnes, aid ; ‘ 


Taunton Hospital, board of B. Mahoney 
H. E. Craig, supplies to Mrs. Jackson . 
E.C. Craig & Co., supplies to Asa Frizell 
Worcester me board of Fales and 
Carey © 
Taunton Hospital: Hoan of B. AMamares 
H. L. Boyden, Supplies to Mrs. Clarkin 
H. L. Boyden, supplies to Mrs. Patch 
H. L. Boyden, supplies to Mrs. Tiffany 
S. E. Stone, med. attend’ce to John Geary 
S. E. Stone, med. attend’ce to M. Fenton 
S. E. Stone, medical attendance to A. E. 
CARNES eck, ‘ 
S.E. Stone, med. nes ce to Mrs. Geary 
S. E. Stone, med. atte’nce to M. Colbert 
S. E. Stone, med. att’nce to Mrs. Jackson 
C. G. Fogg, supplies to Mrs. Delaney . 
H. E. Craig, supplies to Mrs. Jackson 


OO 
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Oct. 26. To L. Dickerman, medical attendance to H. 


ivan. ws ; $12 00 
Nov. 1. David Fisher, an to uae rival ; , S20 
Dec. David Fisher, coal to Mrs. Delaney’ 8 64 
Ay Nancy Carnes, aid ; 12 00 
Aas 2 Gs City of Lowell, supplies to Gao: Clark 2 00 
ay C. G. Fogg, supplies to Mrs. Delaney . 13 28 
Jes) H. L. Boyden, supplies to Mrs. Patch . 19 50 
i H, L. Boyden, supplies to Mrs. Clarken 32 50 
1880. 

Jan. 17° Worcester Hospital, board of Fales and 
Carey F 98 82 
Taunton Hospital, ‘oauent of B. it alinder 45 04 

ae 748 City of Boston, supplies to Mrs. Cough- 
lan and Mrs. Duffy . : 208 00 

he S. E. Stone, medical attendance 3, C. ne 
Kingsbury : 2 00 
u Town of Stoughton, puaatone B. Waters 4 50 
cod H. E. Craig, supplies to Mrs. Jackson . 26 00 
4 Nancy Carnes, town aid : : 4 00 
hi C, G. Fogg, supplies to Mrs. Deane ; 12 86 
a6 66 66 66 f 13 98 
$1,589 16 

TOWN OFFICERS. 
1879. 

Mar. 1. To J. G. Scott, services, Overseer of Poor, 
todate. i : : $25 00 

sé H. E. Craig, services, Sélectmat and 
Overseer of Poor, to date : ; 100 00 

ee Geo. P. Morey, services Town Clerk, to 


date 4 : ‘ F , : 50 00 


Mar. 1. 


6¢ 


1879. 


Feb. 22. 


Mar. 1..- 

6 19. 
Apr. 25. 
Oct: 8: 


1880. 


Jan. 31. 


19 


To Samuel Allen, services Treasurer, to date 
J. G. Scott, services Selectman, to date 
D. E. Metcalf, services School. Commit- 
tee, to date ‘ 

H. S. Clark, services, Saaetait Ato. 400 
date 

S. E. Stone, services School Conunities, 
to date 

Edmund Polleys, services Collector fon 
1876 

E. P. Boyden, services ie eu! for 1879 

C. G. Hill, services School Committee to 
date 

Edmund Botegas,s services Collector for 
1877 ; 

Nathaniel Bird, services Gonatebte 2 yrs 


Mary R. Bird, services School Commit- 
tee to date 


PRINTING AND STATIONERY. 


To S. R. Moseley, printing Town Reports . 


EK. R. Hosmer, printing posters 

J. G. Scott, books and stationery . 
W.D. McPherson, printing tramp tickets 
H. H. McQuillin, printing voting lists 


J.G. Scott, stationery . , 


221 


$881 


$69 


00 


00 


24 


70 


1 75 
ey a Ce 
2 00 
10 00 


3 86 


Pa 


$94 02 


is 


ad. 


25. 


~1 


13. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


To C. G. Fogg, use of team and refresh- 


ments at hotel fire 

Charles Fales, expenses of Sominitiee on 
Fire Department ; 

G.P. Morey, return of births, deaths and 
marriages 4 : : 

G. P. Morey, pa ee: PE eee 
vote 

J.G. Scott, eG nenbal expenses Selectmen 

Charles Guild, guide post and setting 

Norwood Fire Engine Co., use of engine 
at fires 

Medfield Engine si use eof engine et fires 

L. L. Bowker, road scraper 


G. P. Morey, insurance on schoolhouse . 


First Parish, use of vestry 

James F. Brooks, road scraper 

Medfield H. & L. Co., services at hotel 
fire : ; ; ; 3 

Town of Sharon, use of road scraper 

J. G. Scott, freight and expenses on road 
scraper 

State of eee ee one fourth coeinik 
license, two years 

G. P. Morey, builders’ nak on hae 
schoolhouse ; ‘ 

G. P. Morey, insurance on Village school- 
house 

J. N. Sands, hares on nahn 

T. A. Barrett, repairing street pump 

Quincy Insurance Co., builders’ risk on 
Centre schoolhouse 

Nath. Bird, 1 y’rs rent Selectmen’s room 

Town of Norfolk, taxes 


ae 
on 
i) 


= ae ee 
pie oo : 
Cat 3 
. 


Dec. 1. 


a1 


. ToG. P. Morey, insurance on West school- 


house 2 ; , : mathe eA $10 00 
Town of Sharon, tuition of scholars j 70 00 
E. A. Mason, repairs on pump F Pe X15 
J. G. Scott, incidental expenses . 9 70 

$853 21 


ABATEMENT OF TAXES. 


To Edmund Polleys, Glover & Co.’s tax. $38 17 


Edmund Polleys, Geo. F. Sumner tax . 20 00 


$98 17 


DISCOUNT ON TAXES. 


To Edmund Polleys, six per cent discount 
on voluntary payment of taxes . . $647 19 


a2 


Dr. SUMMARY, 


Cr... 
To cash on hand Feb. 1, By support of poor 
1879, : . $3,276. 16 and other town 
Town tax collected 15,290 36 eharges. . . $6,409 28. 
Tax collected other Repairs of high- 
than town . 1,848 35 ways 2,405 32: 
Bank note i . 4,000. 00 County tax . 1,089 62 
State tax: 415 00 
Repair of school- 
houses. E 1,159 93. 
Supportofschools 4,602 34 
“ library 521 16. 
Bank note 4,000 00 
Cash on hand, 
Jan. 31 9,812.22 
$24,414 7 24,414 87 
Collections : $17,188 71 
Expenditures . - 16,602 65 


a 


Unexpen’d bal. for year $536. 06 


TT 


Dr. SUPPORT OF POOR AND- OTHER TOWN. CHARGES. Cr... 
i Ee SEALE ARNSULD aoe ale. So a ee EMM wR BOE ee Bit 2 


To appropriation . $4,000 00 


Deficiency . . 2,409 28, 


a 


$6,409 28 


Asst. of poor out of 
almshouse 
Town officers . 
Printing and.station-. 
ery a 
Miscellaneous 
Abatement of taxes 
Discount on taxes. . 
Removing snow 
Incidentals of schools 
State aid . 
Interest 


By poor at almshouse $1,293 77 


1,589 16. 
881 24 


94 02. | 


853 21 
58 17 
647 19 
319 56. 
429 96. 


$6,409 28 


REPORT OF THE OVERSEERS OF THE POOR 


ewe OR VW AT POs &.., 


For THE YEAR ENDING Fes. 1, 1880. 


Dr. 
Amount of personal property at Almshouse, Feb. 1, 
1879 : : . i " : : . $1,163 80 ° 
Paid for supplies ; : j " ; : : 740 81 
Wood and coal _ . : , : 4 : 66 39 
Furniture ‘ : ‘ : : : 59 95 
Medical attendance : . , : ; 41 40 
Extra labor OAs Au ane OR RAWLS PTO A 8 90 
Repairs , p : d ; é ‘ 1 32 
Salary of Nathan Clark , , : : 375 00 
$2,457 57 
Cr. 
By amount of personal property at Alms- 
house, Feb. 1, 1880 : ) ' $1,228 74 
Amount of products sold. : : 113 86 
—————_— $1,337 60 
Net expense of poor at Almshouse, including board 
and lodging of 1,652 paupers ‘ : ; oP OL L LS 97 


Whole number of paupers, 6. 


_ Average number, 54. 


24 
EXPENSE OF POOR OUT OF ALMSHOUSE. 


Peid Taunton Hospital, board of Bridget Mahoney . $177 66 
Worcester Hospital, board of Mrs. Casey . : 91.79 


4: % Reins dA EAP RCTS ale OM SEY M LP ET 
Worcester Asylum, Saat es akae MONTE Wr esta : 27 46 
Reform School tA Ra. Drakes ; 3 00 
City of Boston, supplies to Mrs. Conklin . : 104 00 

+ mi . Mrs. Duffy ; ‘ 104 00 
27 ee a Mrs. Delaney . : 170 29 
Mrs. E. E. Jackson, for supplies to H. E. Jackson 103 00 
ai Mrs. Clarken . 117 50 

AS Mrs. Patch . 78 00 

te Mrs. Tiffany . 67 50 

eh Miss Tiffany .  . 12-00 

is Harvey Morse 56 39 

a: ~ John N. Rose 31 78 

City of Lowell, for supplies to Geo. Clarke . . 23 00 
# Asa Frizell . : 21 89 

‘f John Geary : 15 00 

fe M. Colbert . . 7 50 

4 John Searson : 8 00 

Be Mrs. Geary . , 7 50 

op A. W. Bowdwich . 28 00 

Town of Stoughton for supplies to J. B. Waters 4 50 
‘CN, A.&A. E. Carnes 23 00 

‘% Mrs. Percy 18 00 

%¢ Geo. Walsh 5 08 

‘¢ 6M. Fenton 8 00 

‘¢ 6C. A. Kingsbury 2 00 

sé 6J. Lane 2 90 

» ‘¢ CC. Hanscom 3 00 


$1617 16 


25 


Cr. 
By cash rec’d. of M. Fenton ‘ : . $36 00 
Sundry bills dte . ; : ‘ . 95 68 
ees 91 68 
$1,525 48 
Net expense of poor in and out of Almshouse . . $2,645 45 


Respectfully submitted, 


JAMES G. SCOTT, 
ELBRIDGE P. BOYDEN, 
HENRY E. CRAIG, 


Overseers of the Poor of Walpole. 


Wa.po.e, Feb. 1, 1880. ® 
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AUDITORS’ CERTIFICATE. 


Tue undersigned Auditing Committee of the Town for the 
year 1879-80 have attended to the duty assigned them, and 
find the accounts of the Selectmen correct and properly 
vouched. They have examined the accounts of the Treas- 
urer, and find proper orders for the amounts paid out. 

The Committee would suggest the following changes be 
made in keeping the Treasurer’s accounts: That each and 
every appropriation should remain as a separate account, 
and unexpended appropriations should not be merged in the 
general account. That hereafter all funds of the town be 
deposited as such, separate from the Treasurer’s private 
account. 


BEERI CLARK, 
CHARLES G.. FOGG, 
S. E. STONE, 


Auditors. 


MARRIAGES 


Registered in Walpole for the year ending Dec. 31st, 1879. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Mar. 


June 


July 
Oct. 


Nov. 


Addison M. Richards of Medfield and Ella A. Bullard of 
Walpole. 

Edward Garey and Delia Roach, both of Walpole. 

Charles Niles of Boston and Harriet P. Burgess of Cam- 
bridgeport. 

Isaac F’. Hanson and Clara B. Condon, both of Walpole. 

John H. Vincent of Harwich and Annie Gilmore Hutchin- 
son of Walpole. 

George A. Gilmore and Eveline B. Morton, both of Walpole. 

William H. Hickox of Natick and Julia Etta Thompson of 
Walpole.’ 

James F. Garraty of Norwich,Conn and Annie Muldow- 
ney of Walpole. 

Charles H. Carter of Franklin and Lillian J. Smith of Wal- 
pole. 

Nathan W. Fisher and Alma V. Winslow, both of Walpole. 

Arthur N. Hartshorn and Fannie L. Pillsbury, both of 
Walpole. . 

Willis H. White of Norfolk and Lucey Goddard of Walpole. 

Frederick T, Farnsworth of Walpole and Anna C. Tufts 
of Medford. 

Clarence H. Cheney of Walpole and Addie M. Hewins of 
Sharon. 

Aden E. Reed of Walpole and Margaret Sullivan of Boston. 

Frank T. Howe of Putnam, Conn. and Ella A. Clapp of 
Walpole. 

James J. Quinn and Catherine Lambert, both of Walpole. 

John Nugent and Mary Farwell, both of Norwood. 

George Condon and. M. Smith, both of Sharon 

Charles J. McPherson and Abbie C. Gay. both of Walpole. 

William Francis Adams Glover and Mattie E. Bailey, both 
of Foxborough. 

Michael Welch and Mary Donahoe, both of Walpole. 


Registered in Walpole for the year ending Dec. 51, 1879. 


BIRTHS 


Date 
of 
Birth 
Jan. 11 
Feb. 3 
ve 16 
ve 22 
March 3 
s 24. 
April 10 
Fs 12 
ee 93 
ee ovU 
M aKy 3 
sf 12 
cr 12 
ue 14 
6 “ih 
“eée 16 
«c 25 
“ee 28 
June 12 
° 28 
July 17 
c 29 
Atig.* 2 
“é 19 
ee 93 
6c 97 
Sept. 23 
of 80 
Orcs, 9 
Noy. 8 
“é 12 
77 15 
ce Behe 
ce 29 
Dec. 3 
6é 11 
74 12 
té 20 
ve a1 
et 25 
Jan. 9,°73 
Sep. 3", yy) 


May 11, oH 


NAME OF CHILD. 


NAME OF PARENTS. 


Georgianna Boullester........4- ale 
Mary AliCe Boyden..esseseeeecenecs 
Thomas Francis Riley....esseseeees 
Margaret Geary...... BN Pe Sure wh 
Lizzie Mabel Fisher... ... cscs coe 
Harriet Jane Hanniford..-.. .. aver 
Thom:s Herbert Gray......++ee.e-- 
Walter Ellis Pilsbury... -.. rane at oh 
Sarah Ann Muldoon......ccccceceee 
APCHIVAIG MENON. « vsco0sciccpvebieeos 
Sarah Stetson Hartshorn........---- 
Robert Burns Johnson twi 
Vhomas Campbell Ne haker Mine 
Mary Pren is Manning........------ 
Ella Bell Boyden....--.-+-- Meteain Ve: 
Lucy Willett. ..ceccsee eevee covcrcs 
Timothy Donahoe, .-..2...-. wets ite 
Sadie .DOn&NeOess see xcs o6s se ssa ss 
PebervKRONALCH soc. clces weseseecens 
Henry Montgomery Parkes 2cgets 
Margaret KAVeWaiie ss ccs Ss cmies yes ote 
Timothy Delaney. ...----+00% ake stkeals 
Catherine Alice Kelley......... eR 
Charles Francis Hities....cs..eeeee 
Otis Carleton Patton...... ditkeis b Biwaters 
Francis Abel Richards....... 53 Se 
William Edward Diggs..... .-.---. 
Harrold Hartford Fog ee ee eats poles raid 
Lewis Burton Winslow. paaiaietas eiriaik 
Annie McEwan..... ih Da a eee rakes 44 
Bamund: Darcey... sie = 26 6s Ba vtelees 
- Mary Lovisa Swilt....- AB sist tats ait act's 
Elwood Aaron Guildi.. cc. seve cceee 
Juliette Augusta Greene. ..eee..--e 
hionora Niokel&ons v4.) ives rceovunes' 
William John Healey...... bs elgas ae 
William Stevens Coughlan...... ... 
Addie Lena Cheney..-.- A iociono bee: 
Agnes Donahoe..cccereecerees ANS ad: 


Joseph Francis Henle. setae 


Edith Elizabeth Ban LMR tire arate 
Edmund Nickelson.. 


George O. and Ella M. 
William H. and Sarah Jane. 
Michael nnd Alice A. 
John and Ellen. ‘ 

Ira and Charlette BE. 

Harry and Harriet A. 
Thomas H. and Cordelia S. 
Frank O. and Florence A. 
Thomas and Mary. 
Michael and Eller. 
Charles H. and Kepecea S. 


William L. and Henrietta L, 
James and Lonisa M. 
Porter S. and Julia Ella 
Albert D. and Lillian D. 


James and Catherine 
John and Harriet. 


Weston C. and Matilda B.Vaughan. 


EKdward and Eilen. 
Calvin W. and Martha 
Thomas and Bridget. 
Daniel and Joanna. 

John J. and Bridget. 
-aivick H. and Mary. 
John A. and Curoline G. 
Walter and Clara J. 
Richard H. and Sarah E. 
Charles G. and Clemantine. 
Nuthanie! EK. and Clara A. 
Robert and Sarah. 

Martin and Mary. 

David A. and Eleanor E. 
Fisher and Harriet B. 
Julius A. and Elizabeth. 
Edmund and Margaret A. 
Michael and Mary Jane. 
John and Catherine. 
Clarence H. and Addie M. 
Peter and Sarah. 

Michael D. and Mary J. 
Harry and Jennie E. 
Edmund and Margaret A. 


en 


~~ 


DEATHS 
eptstéred in Wulpole, for the year ending PCG FLOSS EG 


AGES. 
DATE. NAMES. os CAUSE OF DEATH. 
¥ M.| D 
George Everett......... ... | 43 | — | — | Accidental. Found dead on R. R. 
aus sor Wy oliza M. NGA oe... te.sasses 77110} 9 | Suffocation. 
“ Dei e SMitN~.ssesecesee | 6D |c— 1 —.| Paralvsis. 
£ 7. | Mary S. Thompson........ | 45 | — | — | Disease of Brain, 
as 98 Set aE oY eeoes _ _ ss Stillborn. 
BO eh Lis fo cen ne evict pees Gif eel ie “ 
Hep, ls | Lucy M.- Colburn, Opa eats cs 81 1|19 | Old age. 
ae 2/1) Dlanche Hartshorn. ...-..‘: 1 7 2 | Lung Fever. 
“ 15. | Emma P. Cheney......... | 34 | — | — | Typhoid Pneumonia. 
‘6 6-24, | Josephine E. McKew..... 31 | — | — | Consumption. 
te 25. | John Mudge Merrick.... | 40 | 10 | 18 | Pneumonia. 
March :: Bridget Griffin..... “Se SGe - | 75) 4)— | Paralysis. 
; Harriet A. Boyden...... - | 68111 | 9 | Consumption. 
Se B Ellen Geary........ eee» | 35 | — | — | Inflammation of bowels, 
_w«* 6.)| Charles C. Cutler... .... | 58 | 6 | 12 | Cancer of Stomach. 
“30. | Sarah T. RaEpton Berit «»- | 82 | 1 | 28 | Consumption. 
April 11 ——. . eoosee | — | = |. — |. Stil born. 
22. | Nabby Hartshorn. Mat ee ee - | 89 | — |. 12 | Old. age. 
May 12. | William Flynn...... .... - | 45 | —|— | Accidental Burns. 
ve ol. | John F. Kavanagh:....... 30 | — | — | Consumption. 
June 10. | Joanna Crowley...... «.- | 53 | — | — | Cancer. 
Seo la HF. Walisscscasessgeaee |. 25 | 8 | 7) Consumption. 
iv Dt, WN DAVId -BAlea i. csdecee oes 75 | — | — | Paralysis. 
i) 30. | Mary A. Donnelly........ 19 | 10 | — | Abscess. 
«30. | John Crawley... ..-...s+- | 19 | — | 27 | Bleeding from the Lungs- 
July 14. | Myra F. Fifield......... «. Sl LO. Crouws 
« §6- 26. | Ella F. Cooledge...... oooe | 27 | 4] 12 | Consumption, 
“27. | Benjamin R. Tuc ker...... | 41 | — | — | Consumption. 
Aug. 15. | Edward L. Pike.......... 63 | 8 | 15 | Dropsy. 
«>> 20. | Arnold Russell...... gears 1 5 | — | Hydrocephalus. 
Sept. 7. | John E. Shehan.......... 1} 2|— | Cholera Infantum. 
“ 13. | Miranda Lowe.......... - | 78| 7|— | Ulceration of Stomach. 
“ 18. | Walter E. Pillsbury...... | —| 5 {| 6 | Indigestion, Convulsions, 
Ost. 2.:| Abigail K, Fuiller........ 67 2|— | Cancer. 
“627. | Frederick F. Post.....s.\. 1/ 11] 91] Congestion of Brain. 
$8 BO. | me eee eee eee — | — | — | Stillborn. 
OW eee ABA GEAR On te gacecnes «neces 76 | — | — | Pneumonia. 
*¢ » 98. | Harriet. C. Hartshorn.. 86 | — | 14 | Old Age. 
Dec. 6. | Eben Otis Fuller.. ....... 4 | 11) 14} Paralysis of Brain. 
Whole number of Births.........00:-... Bes ork ca asian Atay » 44 
oi fa Wat UPS oe BERET COTE PCRCCET CRI TEE ORT 


me af WIOALN A cas ehewa eed ewcctudeeces wees ee e's eee 39 


GEORGE P, MOREY, 
Town Clerk. 


FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


TRUSTEES 


OF THE 


WALPOLE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


In March, 1879, the town voted the dog tax, amounting to 
$221.36, and a direct appropriation of $300, to the use of the 
Library during the ensuing year. Hon. F. W. Bird, for the 
second: time, sent in a donation of $25, and a like amount 
was received from another individual. Thus the whole 
amount received, save fines and from the sales of catalogues, 
was $571.36. | 

The Library is still in the east room over Mr. Bird’s store. 
Some small expense has been incurred this year for new 
shelving, etc., to accommodate new books. There is, how- 
ever, probably shelf room enough now: to accommodate the 
purchases of the next year or two. The publishers of the 
Atlantic magazine have, through Mr. W. B. Clarke, presented 
to the library fine portraits of Longfellow, Bryant. and Whit- 
tier. Mr. Clarke has also sent out a fine engraving of 
Charles Dickens. These have been framed and hung. The 
rent is the same as last year, viz., $60.00 per annum. 

Miss F. L. Pillsbury, now Mrs. Hartshorn, was for the third 
time chosen Librarian. Her duties have been performed 
acceptably to the Trustees, and we trust to the public. The 
library has been open from 1 to 5.30 and from 6.30 to 8 P.M. 
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(Saturdays 9 p. m.) every secular day except holidays through- 
out the year. 

Insurance to the amount of $1,400 (books $1,350, furniture 
$50) has been effected. 

The magazines continue to be very popular, so much so 
that the Trustees have subscribed for two copies of Harper’s, 
Scribner’s, and St. Nicholas each month. It is a very hopeful 
sign that their circulation is so extensive, It is found in all 
libraries, that light literature is in most demand, and of that 
class magazines rank first. Travel, poetry, history, biography 
and fiction, clothed in readable and attractive dress, are all 
found in them, and a breadth of knowledge may be acquired 
from their pages not found in text books. The St. Nicholas 
and Wide Awake are charming books for the young, and it is 
hoped that parents will foster and encourage a taste for this 
delightful reading. The list includes the Atlantic, North 
American Review, and Popular Science Monthly, besides 
those above mentioned. Mr. J. Edward Stone has donated 
the first fifteen bound volumes of Harper’s. These are con- 
tinually loaned, and the Trustees, in view of the fact, feel jus- 
tified in purchasing the rest of the set, which will soon be. 
placed on the shelves for issue. Mr. John Earley has donated 
some twenty odd numbers of the Atlantic and Harper's, and 
a copy of the official letters of George Washington. Mr. 
Washington Glover and Hon. B. W. Harris have again favored 
us in the presentation of books. The thanks of the Trustees 
are due to all these gentlemen. 

The number of books added during the year is about 262. 
The circulation has been 18,711 volumes. This is equivalent 
to the issuing of the entire library between eight and nine 
times. The Librarian’s list of patrons of the library contains 
1,069 names. The cost to the town for each volume issued 
and returned is less than a third of a cent. 

There has been expended from the receipts from all sources 
the sum of $629.30, leaving $54.74 now in Treasurer’s hands. 
This will have been entirely expended by the close of the 
library year, The Treasurer's report annexed will show de- 
tails. 
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The coming year will make the fifth since the Catalogue 
was printed. It is true that lists of additions to the library 
have been made each year since then, but it is inconvenient 
to consult so many, even if one or more of them are not lost, 
which is generally the case. The Trustees desire to issue a 
complete catalogue some 4ime during the year. The dog tax 
is some $20 less in amount this year than it has been in the 
past. For these reasons it is hoped that the general appro- © 
priation may be somewhat larger this year than last. The 


Trustees recommend that beside the dog tax, amounting to ~~ 


$201.01, the sum of $400 be appropriated to the use of the 
library for the ensuing year. : 


For the Trustees, 
GEO. A. KENDALL, 


Chairman. 
WALPOLE, February 1, 1880. 
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(EY UAT OR 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


FOR THE 


‘ SCHOOL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 831, 1879. 


BOARD OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE FOR 1849-80. 


D. E. METCALF, : : ; ; term expires 1880 
DR 30) Le STONES hk ; ; ; iS i 1880. 
C. G. Hitt (Chazrman,) Da i ‘ 1881. 
Mary R. Birp (Secretary,)  . s 1882. 


To the Citizens of Walpole :— 

In submitting their report, it is hardly necessary to speak 
of the great increase of interest manifested throughout the 
State, within the last four years, in the welfare of the public 
schools, or of the growing dissatisfaction, if not with the old 
methods, at least with results. The work done in Walpole, 
heretofore, has probably been as good. as that of any town of 
the same siz2. But that it has-been in all respects satisfac- 
tory, is certainly questioned by all who have taken sufficient 
interést to look at the facts. Many books have been studied 
and rules learned; but, with rare exceptions, pupils have not — 
been able to make a practical application of that which they 
have “gone over.’ The objection is repeatedly made, that 
“our schools do not go far enough to enable children to live 
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by their wits, and do not help them to work easily or ina 
better manner.” Indeed, it is averred that “graduates of our 
schools .are better fitted for idleness than for hard labor.” 
It is certainly in a sense true: The usual school life is eight 
years. At the end of that time children should have acquired 
habits of thoughtfulness, and should be able, in a manner at 
least, to apply the principles learned at school in the duties 
of practical life. Asa matter of fact they are not able to do 
this. They have not been able even to write a letter, clearly 
expressed and well written. 

Feeling very strongly, then, their responsibility, and being 
fully in sympathy with the demand for more practical results; 
your Committee have tried in every way to overcome the 
difficulty. They have studied every method that promised to 
be helpful in the work’ before them. They have visited the 
best schools in Eastern Massachusetts, and have required 
the teachers to do the same. It is well known that the 
Quincy schools show the best practical results,— much 
above others in the State. The methods there pursued are 
somewhat peculiar, though the theory has long been held by 
the best educators. But the principle they: adhere to—of 
allowing nothing but practical instruction will certainly. 
commend itself to all. 

The Committee wish to express here their deep sense of 
obligation to the superintendent and others of Quincy, for in- 
formation and for useful suggestions. 

The more we look into the workings of these and other 
such schools, the more convinced we become of the impossi- 
bility of competing with the advantages of trained superin- 
tency, especially with the frequent changes in our School 
Board. But we areas strongly convinced that the people 
have a right to expect much better work and more practical 
results for the money appropriated to this object than is now 
secured. | | 

Believing, then, that our first object should be to give to 
the children—the majority of whom never go beyond the 
grammar schools—the best possible preparation, both .. 
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enjoy life and to make them useful and able men and women, 
we have within the last year and a half gradually introduced 
changes in the lists of studies and in methods of teaching. 
While working under many disadvantages, and being fully 
conscious that we must wait upon time to know what the ~ 
actual result will be, nevertheless the decided iniprovement, 
and the increased interest of teachers and pupils, is even now 
decidedly encouraging, and becomes more promising daily. 
It is due to the teachers to say here, that they have entered 
cordially, and in many cases enthusiastically, into our plans, 
though some of them have had to bear more than their share 
of odium, such as always attaches to any radical change. 

These changes are more apparent in the primary than in 
the higher grades, both because it was deemed more needful 
there, and because the material is new and more, susceptible . 
to improvement. That the contrast between the freedom of 
home and the necessary restraint of the school room may not 
not be too evident, the teacher gives blocks, colored sticks, 
pictures and other objects to the little ones, which serve not 
only as an amusement when work becomes wearisome, but, 
judiciously used, are a means of education in a hundred 
different ways, and also helps to teach the children from the 
beginning the important lesson of never having any idle 
moments, 

Some of the most discouraging features in the higher 
grades,—the lack of interest on the part of the children in 
their work, the absence of thought, and the inability to state 
clearly the ideas they have, when called upon,—come largely 
from some radical defect in preparatory training. To prevent, 
in some degree,.such results, the teachers are required to 
encourage the little ones to talk freely with them, to notice 
everything they see, and to give their own thoughts about 
them, and always in clear statements. 


READING, 


The so-called a, b,c method of learning to read has been 
dropped. Instead of spending two or three months of the 


ey 
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first year in the laborious work of learning the alphabet, and the 
rest in slowly spelling out a part of the primer, five or six months 
are now generally given to the reading of words and sentences 
which are put upon the board, the teacher writing and illus- 
trating at the same time. By that time children are ready 
to read any primer easily. The eagerness of the children to. 
read the sentences as soon as they are written, is in delightful 
contrast with the proverbial listliness of the old primer classes. 
Great pains is taken that the steps follow each other slowly 
as otherwise there would be an immediate loss of interest 
and spirit, qualities absolutely necessary to good reading. 
Throughout the schools, with but two exceptions, the read- 
ing is entirely at sight. It is found that children pay better ~ 
attention, and soon acquire the habit of taking in the author’s » 
main thought at once. They are expecting something new, 
and consequently look forward with interest to the reading 
lesson. What they read is frequently written out and read 
again from the slate. After children leave school they will 
generally have to read at sight, and this practice is introduced 
into the school as likely: to prepare them to be ready readers. 
Another design of reading should be to give a larger vocab- 
ulary and a wider range of ideas. This, of course, cannot be 
accomplished if but one book is used in each grade; and 


especially if that book have to be read over and over again, 


as has been necessary hitherto. It is easy to see that 
this latter course, while it has some undoubted advantages, 
yet must have the effect to destroy the interest always felt 
inanew story. There is left only a disagreeable duty in 
reading, and children thus acquire the habit of skimming over 
every new article or book for the story, thus gaining neither 
in style, in ideas, nor in an enlarged vocabulary. 

The Committee. have labored under great disadvantages in 
endeavoing to meet this difficulty, and, to assist somewhat in 
the work, have purchased for the three lower grades two sets 
of readers, which are exchanged between the schools. It is 
estimated that parents now spend each year for reading-books 


throughout the town, about $75. By an expense to the town 
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of $100 in 1880, and about $30 each subsequent year, the 
Committee could give to each grade from five to ten different 
readers, which, if carefully covered and kept on the teacher’s 
desk when not in use, as town property, would last several 
years, the appropriation spoken of above being sufficient to re- © 
new them as fast as worn out. Beside the advantages we 
have mentioned, such a course would help to form a taste for 
good reading, one of the things we are trying hard to do as a 
part of the school work. The objection that such a course 
leads to superficial work, is found to be invalid, for every con- 
scientious teacher will see that every pupil reaches all points 
necessary to intelligent reading. Some supplementary read- 
ing from proper magazines and from library books is also 
allowed. 


WRITING. 


Great attention is paid to writing by frequent exercises on 
the slate and black-board, and upon paper, and by careful 
daily drill. The little ones write constantly from their first 
entrance into school, combining by this exercise penmanship, 
spelling and composition, as well as the fixing of new words 
in their minds. At the end of the first year they are able to. 
write any easy sentences in a fair hand. At the end of the 
second year they should show a better penmanship than has 
been seen in some of our grammar schools. This has taken 
the place entirely of the useless printing which formerly 
occupied one or two years of school life. 

In the higher grades, still more advantages are combined 
with that of penmanship and composition. Object lessons, 
history, geography, arithmetic, etc. after being recited and 
talked over, are carefully written out, thus cultivating habits. 
of careful thought, as they must do in order to express them- 
selves clearly in writing. Children will now frequently fill 
two slates on both sides, who, two years ago, could not have 
filled half of one. Their success thus far gives us much eu- 
couragement for the future. Only such as have seen the 
papers of those who in former years have presented them- 
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selves for admission to the High School, can appreciate our 
pleasure at the improvement secured by this method. 


ENGLISH GRAMMAR, 


Mr. Charles Francis Adams, Jr., says, in a recent pam ph- 
let: “ What is now taught in our schools as English grammar 
is a singularly unprofitable branch of instruction.” And we 
think that any one who notices the results, as shown in the 
conversation and composition of the average graduate of our 
schools, will agree with him. Feeling that the time formerly 
given to the study of text-books in grammar can be more 
profitably spent, while at the same time the children can learn 
in other ways, as they do learn now from the beginning, more 
thoroughly and practically how to speak and write the English 
language, the study of technical grammar is not now begun 
until the last year of the first grammar grade. By that time 
pupils are able to appreciate the study, and will find pleasure 


in verifying by rules the use of language they have long been 
familiar with in practice. 


ARITHMETIC, 


We design in this way to find more time for other practi- 
cal work, as in arithmetic.’ One great difficulty hitherto 
felt with regard to this important branch, lies in the fact 
that everything has been done by rule, and from‘ care- 
fully prepared quéstions, such as are found in text-books, so 
that when questions involving the very same principles, but 
differently put, as we should meet them in actual life, are 
placed before them, there has been a decided failure, becauge 
the children had not learned to reason. The. teachers are 
now urged to talk about principle; to illustrate very fully, 
and, above all, to draw out the mind of the pupils, and thus 
lead them to do their own thinking. In the schools where 
this has been conscientiously done, the progress for the first 
year was so slow as to call forth many complaints frm. those 
who did not understand our designs and aim. But in these 
schools the best results are now beginning to appear. They 
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will be more plainly manifest in the future. It must be 
"remembered that much difficulty is encountered and less 
accomplished in the higher grades, on account of previous 
habits, which must first be overcome. With the younger 
children there are no such difficulties, so that better results 
are secured at once in them. Early in the first year the 
work in numbers is begun, and very gradually as the child's 
reasoning powers develop. Every step is illustrated very 
fully, with a great variety of objects, until all are able to com- 
prehend abstract numbers without difficulty. Our primary 
teachers are made to feel that the ground-work for the whole | 
course is laid in the first years,—in all mental development, 
indeed,—but more especially in regard to those underlying 
principles of all mathematics. Each teacher is con- 
stantly reminded that all the future of every child that comes 
under his or her instruction, depends upon his or her faith- 
fulness with it. 


GEOGRAPHY. 


| Geography can be, and should be, made one of the most 
fascinating and useful of studies. It is proposed to give 
much more attention to this study hereafter. Much more, 
especially, should be known of our own country and state 
and town. All that is interesting in these is first to be 
found, then only are other countries to be taken up, and each 
country will be studied not only from the text-books; but 
constant reference will also be made to any book that will 
illustrate the physical features of the country, the manner 
and customs of the people, etc. Thus the practical use of this 
study will impress itself upon all, and they will learn how to 
work for themselves in the future. And in addition to this, 
an interesting and profitable course of reading will be sug- 
gested, which will last for years. 


THE SCHOOLS AND THE PUBLIC LIBRARY, 


The Committee have felt, for a long time, that the public 
library should supplement the school work, and that steps 
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should be taken to guide the children in their general read- 
ing, giving them a start in a healthy direction. We have felt 
that suggestions might be made which could be followed out 
after leaving school; and that thus we might overcome the 
demand for trashy literature. To bring about this result, the 
trustees of the library, at our request, have granted permis- 
sion for each teacher to take out as many books as may be 
needed for the use of the children for their outside reading. 
Of course the result of this step will depend upon the 
teachers, and how conscientiously they make use of the per- 
mission. Very good work has been done in several of the 
schools in this direction. It is earnestly hoped that all the- 
teachers will take hold of this matter. 


: HELPS AND HINDRANCES. 


In addition to the oral examinations, the Committee twice 
every year give carefully prepared questions for written exam- 
inations, to each class, taking for their basis sudzects, not text- 
books. We consider them of great value, as a test of the 
work done, and as an incentive to the teachers, reminding 
them of the kind of work desired by the Committee. 

Something more ought to be done to check the frequent 
absences, which are still a very serious cause of trouble and 
vexation to the schools. -Perhaps one cause of this irregularity 
may be in the fact that the work is not made interesting to 
the children. But it is most desirable that parents should 
take an intelligent interest in this matter, and see to it them- 
selves that as few absences as possible be allowed. 

During the past year several entertainments have been 
- given by the children, which, though exceedingly interesting, 
we cannot pass by without a word. It seems hardly neces- 
sary to say that anything which gives children severe mental 
work when they should have rest and recreation, and espec- 
ially when to that is added the excitement of an evening en- 
tertainment and late hours, must not only be injurious to 
their school work, but also to their health. Besides it has the 
effect to break up the school for days during the preparation, 
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and to cause a sad demoralization to school habits for 
weeks afterwards. It is earnestly hoped that other such 


entertainments will not be prepared or given, during term 
time. 
THE HIGH SCHOOL. 


For years the High School has been made a subject of ridi- 
cule annually, in town meeting and elsewhere, The objection 
that it has been a grammar school in every thing but the 
name and the expense, may have been just. But even so, the 
censure should hardly fall upon this school. They did such 
work as those in it were prepared to do. We have long felt 
that the children were admitted too early; that a proper stan- 
dard of admission was more important than numbers. Or if 
the children were old enough, then plainly the fault is in the 
lower grades in our town schools. It is evident that they 
have not been qualified to do High School work. And yet, as 
we have had occasion to say in a former report, the fault is 
not wholly in the lower schools,—parents should not.demand 
such haste in preparation. “ Haste,” here especially, “makes 
waste.” | 

The Committee ventured, two years ago, to brave the pop- 
ular displeasure by demanding a proper preparation by all 
who should enter the High School. The result has evi- 
dently justified this action ; for better work has been done in 
all the grades, and the teachers have had time to drill 
pupils in first principles. So long as this requiremen 
+s adhered to, future classes will be comparatively well pre- 
prepared ; while, by keeping those who are already members 
of this school, they are now doing something like their proper 
work, The present senior class will graduate in June of this 
year, although ‘we could wish that they might have the ad- 
vantage of another year. They would then reach about the at- 
tainments and culture we aim to secure for future classes. 
Altogether, the present state of things in this school justifies 
us in predicting that in the near future this school will. be 
both popular and prosperous, and will be esteemed an honor 


to the town. 
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TEACHERS, ETC. 


Several changes in teachers have been made during the year. 
But from the fact of a uniform plan of work throughout. the 
town, by definite instruction and constant and careful super- 
vision, these changes have been with less:disadvantage to the 
schools than usual. The monthly meetings of the. teachers 
and committee have been continued. In them the charac'er 
and quantity of work done have been compared, discussed, 
and criticised, not a little to the benefit of the schools. It has 
generally appeared that the teachers are all at work under- 
standingly and faithfully. 

The present teachers have not had so many difficulties to 
contend with as some of their predecessors have had, We 


are glad to be able to say, that the unkind and unjust criti- 


cism, and the public rehearsal of faults attributed to the 
teachers,—though due more to changes of methods than to 
any lack on their part,—a’state of things that has been noto- 
tious, has been, im a measure, discontinued. And just here 
we cannot urge too-strongly that the public attention should 
be turned to this fact, that itis manifestly unwise to make 


gossip out of every little story one hears. Ifp arents will 


catch at every such thing, and talk of it‘at home before their 
children and in public places, we may be sure the children 
will find and furnish sufficient material. It is to be expected 
that public servants will be sharply criticised, and especially 
if they have any individuality or any clear conception of their 
duty, especially if they are energetic and conscientious. 
Honest criticism is never to be deprecated ; but this turning 
and twisting of every word and motive, so common in these 
days, so as to make everything appear in the most glaring 
and unfavorable light, cannot be too severely censured and 
condemned. Let the teachers have the sympathy due from 
every parent; let the children be rebuked for every sign of 
insubordination, as well as every disrespectful word concern- 
ing their teachers and schools, and you will contribute won- 
derfully to the prosperity and success of our schools. 
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The moral tone of our schools has improved to a noticeable 
degree. Still it would be of untold advantage if public senti- 
ment should demand a yet much greater movement in this 
direction. We trust there will be a hearty co-operation of 
the citizens with the teachers and committee in this respect 


RE-GRADING, ETC. 


Since the remodeling of the High School building, the re- 
grading the schools of the centre has been begun, aud it is 
believed to the general satisfaction, thus far. From present 
appearance it will be necessary to add yet another school 
within a few months. | 3 Ae 

It is expected that a large and well-qualified class will enter 
the High School in the fall. With all these in successful ope- 
ration, we see no reason why constant improvement may not 
be looked for, for years to come. 

While these centre schools have been carefully graded and 
watched over, the Committee have endeavored to give the ex- 
treme parts of the town privileges as nearly equal to those 
enjoyed in the village as is possible. These efforts have been 
fully appreciated in some of these outlying districts ; while, 
we regret that we myst say it, in some others they have been 
ridiculed and hindered in every possible manner. With re- 
peated demands from one direction, the Committee yielded. 
against their better judgment, and consented to try an exper- 
ment, full details of which are given further on. 


THE VACATION. 


For several years February has been a most unprofitable 
month, Inclement weather, much sickness among children, 
bad going, etc., have led to very small attendance at school. 
The work the few have done during the month has to be done 
over again when the many absentees returned. It was there- 
fore voted to try the experiment of a vacation fen in- 
stead of those which have usually come in the good weather 
of fall and spring. The greatest good of the greatest 
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number has been our sole object in this experiment. The 
school year is not shortened by it. It should be understood 
that itis only an experiment. 


THE WEST SCHOOL. 


The affairs of this school deserve more than a passing 
notice. At the time of the last report this school was dis- 
‘continued, and the experiment of providing: for the children 
of this part of the town by transporting them to the Centre, 
was being made. This plan was followed until the July vaca- 
tion, and with excellent results, so far as it was allowed a fair 
trial. The pupils attending -under this arrangement made 
marked improvement, and their parents and the Committee 
were satisfied with the results. 

There were those, however, who were unwilling that this 
‘scheme should be tested at all, and who withheld their chil- 
dren from it ; and among: these were some who had made re- 
peated Pain raathe s of the school under the former plan. A 
private school was established by these disaffected ones, in 
which a small attendance was secured. This was the condi- 
tion of affairs at the close of the school in summer. The 
Committee were then requested to re-open the school, and 
‘representations were made that sufficient material existed to 
make it successful. In deference to these wishes, though with 
grave misgivings as to the results, the school was re- -opened 
in September. The attendance, from the beginning, has dis- 
appointed the Committee,—the largest number connected 
with the school at any time being but twelve, and this, 
during the latter part of the term. was diminished to eight— 
the average attendance was less than eight,——and there was 
‘no probability of any decided increase during the winter. 
And when at the holiday vacation Miss Ware felt compelled 
to give up the school on account of ill-health, the school was 
again discontinued until the vacation in February, opportu- 
nity being offered, as before, to such as chose, to have their 
‘children conveyed to the Centre. During the time that this 
“school was in session, three who attended would have prefer- 


52 


red going to the Centre, two did not go at all, and one, though 
obliged to walk most of the time, continued to go to the 
Centre. At present six are in attendance in the village, and 
five do not avail themselves of the privilege. 

At the last written examination by which the schools 
throughout the town were tested, those from the West school 
fell decidedly below the average, while in the oral exercises a 
marked deficiency in quickness, enthusiasm and self-confi- 
dence was still apparent. 

The conclusions which may be deduced from this expell- 
ment are:— 


ist. That sufficient material for a successful school does 
net exist in the West district. 


ad. Theanticipations of the Committee, of benefit to pupils 
from attendance at the Centre, have been fully realized. 


3d. The parents who have given the plan a trial have been 
satisfied with the progress of their children, and with the man- 
ner in which they have been cared for while being conveyed 
to and from the village. 3 


Ath. None of the alleged injuries to health and morals, 
from intercourse of the children from the West with those of 
the Centre, nor in their conveyance to and from sehool, have 
come to the notice of the Committee, although repeated in- 
quiries have been made. 


5th. Better instruction has been afforded, and increased 
self-confidence on the part of the children has been gained 
by this method, without increased cost. 


The Committee have been guided in this matter solely by 
what seemed to them to be for the best interest of education, 
and have not been influenced one way nor the other by any 
effect their action would have upon real estate speculations. 
They hope, however, that the present condition of things is but 
temporary, and that in the near future a sufficient population 
will exist, so that a more profitable school may be main- 


‘ 
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tained than has been possible for a decade of years at least, 
and one that will be a benefit to the children as well as a 
credit to the town. 


REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS. 


A special appropriation was made at the last annual town 
meeting, in accordance with the recommendation of. the 
School Committee, for the alteration and repairs of school 
houses. With this, the Centre schoolhouse was re- 
modeled,—four rooms being provided where there were but 
two before. The two larger rooms will accommodate from 
fifty to sixty pupils each, and comfortably, and the two 
smaller ones from forty to fifty ; and while the changes were 
considerably more than at first contemplated, they have been 
completed at about the original estimate. The Village school- 
house has been newly shingled. The North has been painted 
and its belfry newly tinned. 

The cost of the above has been (errors excepted) :— 


For alteration at Centre . AP AE POL SLO 
shingling, ete., Village : : ic LOR 6O 
painting and repairs at North . 49 OO 
Total . $970 67 


New furniture for an additional:school was procured and’ 
put in at an expense of $178.61. For ordinary small‘repairs. 
$112.43. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 


All the school buildings except the North will have to be 
painted the coming season. And as soon as the. fourth room 
at the Centre is occupied,—which is likely to be within a 
twelvemonth,—additional heating apparatus and new furni- 
ture will be required. In a convention of the school com- 
mittees of the different towns interested, it was agreed that 
a certain sum per pupil should be paid for the support of the 
Bubbling Brook School. One-half the school is from Wal- 
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pole. ‘The amount we must pay at present is $160 a year. 
The following recommendations are therefore respectfully 
submitted :— 


1st That the town appropriate for the support of schools 
for the coming year, the sumvof $5,300. 


2d. That any balance of this year’s appropriation remain- 
ing unexpended at the close of the present year (ending July 
Ist) be, added to the above, for use in the coming school 
year. | 


3d. That the Committee be authorized to have the school » 
buildings repainted and otherwise put in good order, the ex- 
pense of which is estimated ar $400 to $500. 

This is not expected to cover the ordinary smali repairs, 
which might be estimated at $150. 

4th. That the Committee be authorized te purchase read- 
ing-books,—as recommended above,—the same to be the 
property of the town, that the children may be relieved of 


that expense, and that they be granted therefor the sum of 
$100. 


All of which is respectfully submitted, by order of the 
School Committee, 


CALVIN G. HILL, 


. Chairman, 
WALPOLE, Mass., February 2, 1880. 
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